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On Meng Haoran’ s Respect for Tao Yuanming:
a Shift from the Early to the Late Stages

Sitachi Hiyabi Hiroi

Abstract: Meng Haoran has always respected Tao Yuanming in his lifetime which undergoes shift
with the failure at the imperial examination as the dividing line. In the early stage he compares himself to
Tao Yuanming expressing his affinity with Tao Yuanming and pursuit for a carefree life in an idyllic
place. After the failure at the imperial examination his seclusion in hometown loses its original pleasant—
ness and comfort. He realizes that an idyllic way of life is not in his nature. Tao Yuanming’ s world thus
becomes distant and loses its charm. In the late stage Meng Haoran vacillated between his pursuit of po—
litical position and comfort in seclusion. His aspiration for Tao Yuanming’ s world thereby becomes an es—
cape from worldly worry and guarantees spiritual peace without the original sense of emotional affinity.

Key words: Meng Haoran, Tao Yuanming; the early stage; the late stage
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