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Silkworms Without Food: on Tao Yuanming’s Description of
Cao Zhi’s Fate in Simulation of the Old Times

FAN Zi-ye

(Literature Research Institute,Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732, China)

Abstract: The ninth part of the Simulation of the Old Times by Tao Yuanming takes the renowned poet

Cao Zhi as its protagonist, which, from unique narrative perspective, presents more than the external

world but the inner world of the poet. The poem is a poet’s understanding, discovering, portraying and

revealing process of another poet. It recollects and recalls the past and gone. Giving full being of the

poet’s drift of his fresh and soul, it also tells the spiritual pursuit and truth-seeking process of a great

mind; exploring deeply and solemnly of the poet’s inner world, it resembles Qu Yuan’s soliloquy of life.

The poem extols history and takes after the old writing style, and thus is highly praised for its aesthetic

and historical value.

Key words: Tao Yuanming; the ninth part of the Simulation of the Old Times; Cao Zhi; silkworm; the

Fish Mountain; intertextuality
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