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Failure in Escaping from Human World: Tao Yuanming's Leisure Practice

CHENG Xiquan
( Normal School, Hubei Polytechnic University, Huangshi Hubei 435003 )

[ Abstract] Resignation from Pengze turned a new page for Tao Yuanming and accordingly he was called a
man who" never bows down to five dou of rice”. His resigning and returning to the farmland has exerted
great influence on many people’s value pursuit. His life choice revealed there was a lack of something in Chi-
nese culture. After the careful reading of his works, it has been found that he was still concerned about
something after resignation. Though his daily life was plain, frank and so close to nature, he cared about the
power, the fame, the life and death. The shortness of the basic material assurance, the frustration in the pro-
motion of his official career and the hesitation of the value orientation contribute to his illusory leisure prac-
tice.
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