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On the Conditions of Carefree Leisure A Comparative Study of TAO Yuan-ming’s
Seclusion and Heiddegger’s Poetic Dwelling
GAO You GAO Ya
Jining Normal University — Inner Mongolia Wulanchabu 012000

Abstract Living as a hermit and poetic existence are two kinds of similar surviving conditions a—
gainst the two different cultural backgrounds. A thousand years apart in time though TAO Yuan-ming and
Martin Heidegger lived yet in terms of seeking for the truth of poetic dwelling they corresponded to each
other in the following aspects—their common pursuit of existence to live a poetic life the infiltration of
Taoism into their separate natural dispositions as their similar psychological foundation of their common
pursuit their similar choices of poetic meditations and at last great achievements through hard work as
their developing modes of existence. The discrepancies of their life experience shaped their different atti—
tudes towards gods—TAO Yuan-ming’s ignorance of gods and Heidegger’s religious piety and belief.
Hence it is thought in this paper that the comparative study of TAO Yuan-ming’s life as a hermit and
Heidegger’s poetic dwelling expands the view of relative research and also provides some significant en—
lightenment for modern life.
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