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TAO Yuanming and Confucian Bequeathed Teachings

Concurrently on the Korean Literati’ s Confucian Imagination of TAO Yuanming

CAO Hong
(' School of Liberal Arts,Nanjing University , Nanjing, Jiangsu 210023 , China)

Abstract: From the relationship between TAO Yuanming and Confucianism,we can comprehend bet—
ter how profound his ideological level is. Almost every piece of his works reflects the influences of
Cofucian school. Some of his poetry map the shadow of the school, and there are allusions woven sub—
tly in his poetic texts. No wonder that the Confucian scholar SHEN Deqian thought that TAO Yuan—
ming could be regarded as “a Confucian disciple”. TAO Yuanming had taken “the bequeathed
teachings of Confucius” as an inexhaustible resource from which he learned and formed his life con—
sciousness. More than this, as a vividly living and inheriting tradition, Confucian teachings endowed
TAO Yuanming quite inspiring realizations, which could be considered as a window to glimpse some
segments of Neo — Confucianism scenery. During the midlle of Ly Dynasty the popularization of Neo
— Confucianism coincided with that of TAO Yuanming. This phenomenon interestingly verified this.
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