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Reconsidering TAO Yuanming’ s Poem Zeng Chang Sha Gong

GONG Bin
( Chinese Language Department, East China Normal University , Shanghai, 200241, China)

Abstract: TAO Yuanming’ s poem Zeng Chang Sha Gong is one of the works which are extremely
difficult to understand in TAO Yuanming’ s anthology. Because this poem is the important work to
comprehend TAO Yuanming’ s lineage , all researchers of successive dynasties have done their utmost
to clarify who is “Chang Sha Gong” , and the relationship between TAO Yuanming and Chang Sha
Gong. However, there are different poetic prefaces and punctuated texts of the poem, resulting in vari—
ous interpretations. These mysterious interpretations remain unsolved and no consensus are reached.
This paper combs the different poetic prefaces and punctuated texts of the poem and belives that
Chang Sha Gong is TAO Yanshou. And TAO Yuanming is neither “the grandfather” of Chang Sha
Gong nor his “grandson”. TAO Yuanming is the elder generation of TAO Yanshou. It is beyond all
doubts that TAO Kan is TAO Yuanming’ s great — grandfather.
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