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An Argument on Tao Yuanming as “ Father of Recluse Poets”

GAO Zhi

(School of Humanities and Communications, Hainan University , Haikou 471023, China)

Abstract: Tao Yuanming was regarded as“ Father of recluse poets” by Zhong Rong (41l . AD468-518) in his
Poetry Gradings,which did not get confirmed in the Six Dynasties ( AD220-589). As a hermit and a pastoral
poet, Tao Yuanming showed great differences from other hermits and pursued a perfect recluse life by dropping
out of official life and taking up a cultivated life. He combined poem writing with pastoral life and opened up a
path for artistry of easy and comfortable recluse life. It can be concluded that Tao Yuanming made an important
contribution to development of Chinese recluse poetry in terms of reform in recluse poetic form with rich
connotation and construction in the unique recluse spiritual space.

Key words:Tao Yuanming; recluse poet; recluse poetry; pastoral poetry



