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and elegant style. These ballads express the thoughts and feelings of the local people, and the local expressions demonstrate their grassroot
characteristics, what is more, as the ballads are taken to the overseas countries, they adopt foreign words, which give them a charm of marine
culture.

Key words: Chanshan ballads; vocabulary; ancient words; local words; foreign words

A Study of the Works of Xu Xinying, a Chaoshan Female Writer

LIU Wen-ju LI Jian-cheng
(Hanshan Normal University, Chaozhou, Guangdong  521041)

Abstract: Xu Xinying (1908-1958) was a female writer born in Chenghai. Originally named as Xu Lansun, she used Bai’Ou as her pen name.
She inherited her father’s cultivation in Chinese studies and specialized in classical poetry. She also inherited her father’s work of vernacular
writing pioneering in Chaoshan area, composing modern lyric poetry, prose and novels. Her brilliance made her well known in the Chaoshan
literary world at an early age. From 1926 to 1934, she was studying and living in Shanghai as a famous woman writer. After 1934, she returned
to Shantou to teach for a living. She wrote in her spare time and published many poems and articles in local newspapers and magazines. Prolific,
elegant, romantic and sentimental, her works reflect the mentality of modern women in pursuit of self-liberation. Unfortunately, most of her works
were lost and forgotten by history. In recent years, the author collects some of her works through document search and oral interviews to her
relatives and friends, in order to restore her status in the history of literature.

Key words: native of Chaoshan; Xu Xinying; works; research

Lukacs on the Metaphysics of Tragedy
XIAO Qiong
(School of Communication, Yunnan University of Finance and Economics, Kunming, Yunnan 650221)

Abstract: Lukacs is the founder of both western Marxism and modern tragic theories. But studies on Lukacs in China exclusively focus on such
concepts like totality, materialization and class consciousness, and the tragic theory of the early Lukacs, especially his essay “The Metaphysics of
Tragedy” is neglected. “The Metaphysics of Tragedy” investigates the relation between tragedy and modern society, and the significance of
reconstructing metaphysics. For the first time it emphasized the metaphysical level of tragedy and its ethical realistic requirements. It influenced
the tragic theory of Benjamin, Goldman and Eagleton.

Key words: Lukacs; the hidden God; metaphysics of tragedy; tragic ideas

The Reading Politics of British Marxism: Cultural Hegemony and Reading Construction
ZHOU Hai-ling

(Department of Humanities and Social Sciences, Shantou Polytechnic, Shantou, Guangdong 515041)
Abstract: Poststructuralist literary theories deconstructs the ontological position of the text, and consider readers and reading activity as the
origin of meaning. Readers are examined in the reading practice and the relation between readers and social culture is foregrounded, which
makes possible the intervention of British Marxism. Theoretical readers become cultural political readers different in race, identity, age, class and
gender. With its turn to Gramsci’s cultural hegemony, the elitist reader theory gives way to a reading politics of popular readers, popular culture
and popular reading, all of which are given political values and practical political strategies.

Key words: cultural politics; cultural hegemony; popular culture; reading construction

Tao Yuanming, a Critical Biography: the Pain of Reality

On Li Changzhi’s Comment on Tao Yuanming and the History of Chinese Literature and Ideas
MA Zhisjin
(Peking University, China Beijing 100871 )
Abstract: Chinese classical literary criticism is the major part of Li Changzhi’s work. It not only embodies Li Changzhi’s ideals of personality
and national culture, but also demonstrates his change in spiritual and cultural choice. Although he used highly individual discourse, in essence
it was different from modern individuality. This discourse embodies an aesthetic construction of national culture, different from the political
approach. All conflicts are the subject of Chinese history ever since the late Qing dynasty when China was becoming a modern nation state.

Key words: Tao Yuanming; “vitality”; political choice; concept of individuality



