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A Review of Tao Yuanming: An Acting Preface of Collation and Annotation
of The Complete Works of Tao Yuanming

LU Qinli
(Chinese Literature Department, Northeast Normal University, Changchun 130024, China)

Abstract: Tao Yuanming is a scholar from a declining aristocratic family. His social background decides that he
has a strong sense of family status and loyalty towards feudalism. It also has a vital influence on his faith, which
is Confucian classics in his youth and metaphysics in the prime time of his life. The metaphysical idea of nature
held by Tao Yuanming has the contradiction that can be found in both naive materialism and metaphysics. Tao
Yuanming’s “democratic individualism” is embodied in his insistence on the protection of family status and the
refusal of cooperation with Liu Yu’s new political power. He escaped reality and became a hermit. Tao Yuanming
is not only a solemn and quiet scholar but also a fierce warrior. Tao Yuanming’s drinking poems reflect the outlook
that life is transient and one oughts to enjoy pleasure in good time. Peach-Blossom Springs bears to some extent
the characteristics of democracy and revolutionism, and is a special achievement among his works. However, the
anarchism in Peach-Blossom Springs also reveals the backwardness in Tao’s world outlook.
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