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On Tao Yuanming and Ancient Chinese Jingwei Poems

with Its Tragic Spirit

LI Jianfeng

(College of Arts, Shandong University, Jinan, Shandong 250100, China )

Abstract: The mythical story of bird Jingwei trying to fill up the sea with pebbles always expresses tragic spirit
and poetic beauty by poets of various dynasties. Tao Yuanming is the first man who revealed the tragic spirit of

Jingwei. Fan Yun and Yu Xin showed the Jingwei’s sincerity and persistence in their poems. The unspecialized
Jingwei poems in the Northern and Southern dynasties flourished in Tang, Song ,Yuan and Ming dynasties, in which
the works of Cen Shen, Han Yu and Wang Anshi were masterpieces. The struggling spirit of Jingwei aroused
sympathy in the adherents of Ming Dynasty that had been overthrown, which helped the produce of excellent
touching works with affecting thythm, for example, Gu Yanwu’s Jingwei. Fighting against unfortunate fate and

holding compassion and poetic hope is valuable spiritual wealth that the myth and poems of Jingwei leave for us.

Key words:

Bird Jingwei trying to fill up the sea,

Jingwei Poems, tragic spirit
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