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“From Sincerity to Ethereality, A Sincerity with Ethereality”

—O0n Wang Shumin’s Study of Tao Yuanming

GAO Xinjian
( College of Arts, Inner Mongolia University, Huhhot, Inner Mongolia 010070, China )

Abstract: As the man who truly understands Tao Yuanming, Wang Shumin’s study of Tao Yuanming starts
from his personal and poetic morality to his poetry. Wang Shumin has an insightful knowledge about previous
studies on Tao so that he makes in-depth, fair and comprehensive commentary. The feature of Wang Shumin’s study
on Tao is attaching equal importance to “sincerity” which is the foundation of “ethereality” and “ethereality” which
is the sublimation of “sincerity”. These two are complementary and each shines more brilliantly in the other’s
company.
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