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Melting Ego and Things and Separating Ego from Things: The Things-viewing
Comparison between Tao Yuanming’s and Wordsworth’s Natural Poems

XU Hui
(Chinese Language Department, Wenshan University, Wenshan 663000, China)

Abstract: Tao Yuanming and Wordsworth, the former being an idyllic representative of the Chinese Jin and

Song dynasty, the latter being a monument of the 19th century English Romantic, respect nature and return to the

nature. Their physical views are different because their different understanding of nature, the former being a physical

view of things and blending ego and things, the latter being mental view of things and resulting in the separation of

ego and things. The reason stems from their distinct cultural context, different way of thinking. Western culture treats

nature from the perspective of the analysis while the Chinese culture largely from an integrated approach.

Key words: Tao Yuanming; Wordsworth; natural poems; view things with things; view things with ego
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