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On the Similarities between Qu Yuan and Tao Yuanming

in Their Differences

ZHOU Jian-zhong
(Research Center of The Songs of Chu, Nantong University, Nantong 226019, China)

Key Words: Qu Yuan; Tao Yuanming; literary diary; difference; similarity

Abstract: There are three levels in the comparison of famous poets i. e. explication: difference, opposition and contradic-
tion; implication: difficulty, admiration but not imitation; profound meaning: similarity, difference and independence.
This paper compares the similarities between Qu Yuan and Tao Yuanming in their differences. The works of the both re-
flect the development of their souls and are "literary diary" of thinking for life or "poems in the style of diary". The great-
ness of Qu and Tao lies in that they do not only cover their real contradiction and shake but can correctly face then so that
they can finally overcome this contradiction and shake through self —adjustment and balance. This is the valuable aspect
that equals to and surpass to the ordinary people. Because of loneliness and alienation, both of them put their thinking in-
to the remote ancient times, trying to find the friends in common belief from the ancient sages. Their poems are unpub-

lished "the poems in the style of diary", a kind of self—relief in poverty and the record of their suffering road.
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