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Tao Yuanmings A Record of the Fairy Land
and Poems Re-interpreted

FAN Pan
(Department of Chinese, Hainan Normal University, Haikou, Hainan 571158, China)

Abstract: Tao Yuanming, who was under material and spiritual pressure in his life., was motivated to
write A Record of the Fairy Land and Poems by the self-sufficient farming life in Tianzitai. In the opinion
of Tao Yuanming, despite the positive function of the tax, the governmental tax should be abolished if it
has degenerated to exploitation of common people, and Tao Yuanming called for the ideal society free of
“the governmental tax”, for the replacement of one dynasty by another is of no significance if the “govern-
mental tax” is not properly dealt with. Since the “governmental tax” did exist in the Jin Dynasty, Tao
Yuanming, not a loyal subject to his sovereign, adopted a negative attitude to the Jin Dynasty in his appeal
for a society free of the governmental tax.

Key words: Tao Yuanming;the pressure of life;the governmental tax;one is ignorant of the Han Dy~

nasty much less the Wei and Jin Dynasties;subjects loyal to their sovereign



