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TAO Yuanmings Official-Hermit Conflicts:

Family Background and Tradition

ZHANG Xiyang
(Humanities School, Zhanjiang Normal College, Zhanjiang 524048, Guangdong, China)

Abstract. It is impossible to understand TAO Yuanming without knowing his conflict between being
an official and being a hermit. This paper considers that TAO's conflict between being an official and a her-
mit was the prominent characteristics of TAO's personality. It had been lingering in his mind until later
when he retired. But from the perspective of family extraction and characteristics, the hidden line of his
conflict had already been buried before he became an official. This paper also discusses his motivation to be
an official and the cause of retirement.
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