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DISCUSSION OF XIAOTONG'’ S LITERARY VIEWPOINT
FROM A PREFACE TO SELECTED WORKS AND
A PREFACE TO TAO YUANMING’ S COLLECTED WORKS

GAO Si\lli
( School of Liberal Arts, Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou 450001, China)

Abstract: Literary works have both aesthetic and enlightenment values that are complementary and insepara—
ble. A preface to Selected Works and A Preface to Tao Yuanming’ s Collected Works, the former, for the first
time, advances the view of “literature oriented” and the latter highlights the enlightenment function of litera—
ture based on affirming the aesthetic value of literary works. In combination with the literary mainstream of the
Dynasties of Qi and Liang, i. e. advocating “gorgeous” literature, the article believes that A preface to Selected
Works and A Preface to Tao Yuanming’ s Collected Works reflect Xiaotong’ s mature and comprehensive literary
viewpoint that attaches importance to not only the aesthetic value but also the social functions of literary works.
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